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Thank you, Madam Chairperson, 

We have the honor to make this remark on agenda item 136: Proposed 

programme budget for the biennium 2018-2019, Progress in the Renovation of the 

Africa Hall and the Construction of the New Office Facilities at the Economic 

Commission for Africa. Our remark associates itself with the statements made by 

Uganda on behalf of the Africa Group, and Egypt on behalf of G77 and China. 

We would like to express our appreciation to Mr. Christian Saunders, 

Assistant Secretary-General, Office of Central Support Services, and Mr. Babou 

Sene, Vice Chair of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 

Questions, for introducing their respective reports. 

Madam Chair, 

Ethiopia has always been grateful to Member States of the United Nations 

for the trust vested upon it to host the Economic Commission for Africa. In view 

of this, Ethiopia attaches special importance to the $56.9 million (Fifty-six point 

nine million dollars) renovation project of the historic Africa Hall, which is 

treasured more than being a mere conference facility. 

 Accordingly, we want to assure the Committee that Ethiopia remains 

committed in supporting the project within the reach of its capacity. We will also 

work closely with the project team and ECA, including by consolidating the 

coordination role of the Stakeholders Committee and the Advisory Board for the 

successful implementation of the project schedule. 

Ethiopia welcomes and commends the united nations for the successful 

completion of the construction of the New Office Facilities (the Zambezi Building) 

of the ECA during the third quarter of 2017. In this regard, we trust that the 

experience drawn from the construction of the New Office Facility will be used as 

a benchmark to standardize services of all facilities in the ECA compound. Now, 
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after completion of the project including related ancillary works, it would be 

necessary that the project will be closed and the final 5% (five percent) retention 

payment in the amount of $85,000 (Eighty-five thousand dollars) be disbursed 

to the contractor. Any updates, during the informal session, in this context, will 

be highly appreciated. 

Madam Chair, 

We strongly support the plan of the Africa Hall renovation that aims to 

preserve the original design and appearance of the Hall. Adopting best practices 

in the current international standards of maintenance code in the 

implementation of the project is also very important.  

Ethiopia supports the recommendation to appropriate a net amount of 

$8,931,100 (Eight million, nine hundred thirty-one thousand and one hundred 

dollars) for the project activities in 2019 and hopes that the allocated budget will 

match with expected intensive works during the year. Concerning resource 

mobilization, while we highly appreciate the voluntary contribution by the 

Republic of Mali and the commitment of Switzerland, on our part and as the 

office of the Mayor of Addis Ababa City had noted in June 2018, we will work 

with the ECA to finalize the process of signing the lease agreement for the plot of 

land needed to the construct visitors’ parking lot.  

In this connection, it is encouraging that ECA has already developed 

comprehensive strategy and adequate action plan to mobilize resources from the 

private sector and has started to collaborate with the Faculty of Architecture of 

the University of Addis Ababa-School of Heritage Conservation to implement the 

related decision of the General Assembly.  

We also wish to underline the need that the historic site of the Africa Hall 

will attract domestic and foreign visitors, in conjunction with the ambitious 

revenue collection, since that is not the primary objective of the United Nations. 

A strong promotion work targeting audiences such as tour- agencies, academic 

institutions and conference centers must be adequately planned and 

implemented consistently. 
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Finally, I wish to assure you, Madam Chairperson, my Delegation’s 

commitment to engage with all stakeholders positively to contribute its share for 

the successful and timely conclusion of deliberations on this agenda item. 

I thank you, Madam Chair. 


